THT  IMPROVE*  ENT  0 T THE  UNI TEO  STATED  COINAGE. 


In  view  of  the  great.  advances  that 
France,  England  and  other  foreign  countries  are 
making  in  the  matter  of  artistic  ccinage,^and 

A**  the  future  thbre 


i nterti^tl  onal  cdrmer c e.  mv  s t 


*,  x/e  beg 

to  offer  the  following  suggestions  for  your  most 
careful  consideration:- 

First,  that  Congress  be  petitioned  to 
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authorize  an  entirely  ne  ; coinage  whici  shall  be 
ar t i s t i c in  de  s ign  jand  ; 


**4^  T.  e enUre  coinage  cf  * 
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the  United  states  consists  of  10 
In  order  that  the  designs  for  the  new  coins  shall 

t ; 

be  truly  artistic  in  character,  t e best  talent 
of  th^^Siiie^  artists  of  the  country  must  be  en- 
listed'; and  to  this  e»d  it  i3  necessary  that  -a  ’££t  jC 
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tris*%oiS4i  artists  should  receive  a Just 

recompense  for  their  designs,  he  recommend 


t - r-:  ■ ':f  re; 


v 
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I.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  he 

A 

appropriated  for  each  special  coin 
model,  without  regard  to  the  monetary  value,  ^ 
ether  a cent  or  a twenty-dollar  gold  piece. 

IT.  That  the  six  best  designs  received  for 
eac  piece  shall  be  awarded  one  thousand  dollars 
each  from  the  above  sum,  arid  that  the  committee 
hereinafter  proposed  shall  have  the  right  to 
select  the  best  of  the  six  designs,  and  accept 
the  model  either 
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the  mojlel  elth< 
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it^&r  yri  t he  > t me  d i f i c a t i oq* 
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the  successful  semi e 
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additional  award  of  four  thousand  dollars.  The 
cost  of  the  dies  for  each  coin  would  then  not 
exceed  ten  thousand  dollars. 

III.  That— i n'-tTP&e  r to  render  c uF  coTn 

amoe 
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ever  the  enti re  wor 

„ -jut,  v #)&& **£*•*  >:av*v* 


n a 

h.:all  p-l^**©***.^ tae  si  cle  of  each  coin  the 
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That 
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rness.  I 

'arti  st  -sfraf 

more  thar  one  coin  in  anj  one  metal,  gold,  silver, 
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copper  or  nickel,  |at  the  most  hein{  able  to  com- 
pete for  four  coins,  one  in  each  series.  / f 
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V.  Th 'it  the  committee  to  pass  upon  tne  models 

£.  /-yt  i !j 

fcr  the  coin?  shall  %%  mate-  of  the  President 
cf  the  United  °tates,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury , the  director  of  the  lint,  one  member  each 
from  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representati ve3 , 
three  numismatists  ;i  c,  wi  ul  h g-d*wTf  i"T  <n>i4 


:r*  e Htjefr-of  ~cc  husu,  & ad  * ^lec 

&C*jJLJl£Z^  (?  /tCWAL^  . 


rtr  ■ 


The  following  further  suggestions  may 
also  be  presented,  as  of  practical  importance:- 

f 

VI.  The  coins  need  not  necessarily  be  in  verv 
high  relief.  Some  magnificent  works  of  art  nave 

* s 

teen  executed  in  very  low  relief,  as  shown  in  the 

<t£-e  e 

medal  lie  art  of  the  -4re4h-* — 

centuries.  The  coins  should  be  cf  such  sizes  as 
■» 

to  le  commercially  convenient,  and  should  not  be 
sc  irregular  in  surface  as  to  afford  opportunity 
fer  the  accumulation  of  germs  aai  the  consequent 
risk  of  spreading  disease. 

V"Tp;  As  by  nc  less  expensive  means  is  it  pcss- 
ible  to  reach  more  people,  youn^_  and  old,  with 


a good  artistic  design  than  by  a coin,-  the  art 
educating  value  cf  such  a coinage  will  be  at  once 
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apparent.  The  poorest  child  in  the  most  obscure 
hamlet  would  thus  have  the  opportunity  of  knowing 
and  seeinr  the  works  cf  the  lest  living  masters 

in  g ^ ii  r.l 1, 1 t n ^ A ran fl  r.  1 


With  regard  to  the  expense  involved.,  the 


rational  Gallery  at  London,  the  T.ouvre  in  Paris, 
and  our'  c.vn  etropoli  tan  i useum  cf  Art,  would  not 
hesitate  to  spend  y 100,000  for  a sinple  ver^  im- 
portant p ai  n t.  i ng  /*“  She  ? ovvre  -sc c txm  1 1 y pai  d a 
similar  sun-  for  -a  ge-id  crown  which  nan  since  beer; 


\ 
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y t » u i'i  e .tu'r  "t  yy  '"7 rr gr W? ' " t O'  dg  rgr’rrraw  u»  - 


the  educational  ami  arti-s- 


ti-e-Mh^ue  of^si^ci^-e-bd-ftc-te . The  prace  of  a single 
painting  of  this  kind  would  replace  our  entire 
metallic  currency  with  a coinage  that  would  prob- 
ably be  unequaled  in  both  beauty  and  utility  by 
any  nation  on  the  globe,  and  would  do  much  to 
remove  from  the  United  St&tffl  t trjrf Mbd  insin- 

uation that  we  are  not  an  artistic  people ^sggST' 
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